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RE: BIDEN PROPOSES AMERICAN JOBS PLAN 

On March 31, 2021, President Joseph Biden announced the 
American Jobs Plan (“AJP”).  The AJP is a $2.2 trillion infrastructure 
and economic plan that encapsulates the Biden administration’s 
priorities for addressing failing infrastructure, disparities in rural 
communities, climate change, and employment concerns.  The AJP 
proposes to directly impact Indian Country and includes funding for 
infrastructure improvements on tribal lands, housing, water 
settlements, transportation, and Tribal Colleges and Universities 
(“TCUs”).  Should this proposal become legislation that is later passed 
into law, Indian Country could greatly benefit.  

I. Rural Programs
The Biden Administration has released state and issue-specific

fact sheets covering the potential impact of the American Jobs Plan. The 
Rural Partnership Program proposes $5 billion “to help rural regions, 
including Tribal Nations.”  Additionally, the proposed AJP includes:

• $100 billion in broadband infrastructure

• $10 billion for grants and loans for rural or tribal communities

• $2 billion in the USDA Rural Development housing programs

• $20 billion over five years exclusively on the smaller, off-
system bridges

• Expansion of federal R&D funding to universities, including
Tribal Colleges and Universities

• Dedicated funding for largely rural tribal areas across many
programs

• Funds for critical water infrastructure needs in Indian Country
as well as tribal water settlements
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• Dedicated funding to Native American homeownership and affordable housing rental
opportunities in tribal areas

• Double the funding for the current Tribal Transportation Program to provide
safe and adequate transportation and public road access to and within tribal areas

II. General AJP Fact Sheets

Indian Country specific proposals are found in the new Rural Partnership Program and the Racial

Equity Fact Sheets.

All fact sheets are available here. 

The Rural Partnership Program Fact Sheet can be read here. 

The American Jobs Plan Advances Racial Equity Fact Sheet can be read here. 

III. Conclusion

Along with an emphasis on rural communities, the AJP also seeks to counter generations of
racial inequity by investing in communities of color.   This aspect of the AJP seeks to improve Indian 
Country infrastructure specifically through an “expansion of broadband on Tribal lands, in 
consultation with Tribal Nations,” “targeted investments in climate disaster resilience,” efforts to 
combat the harmful effects of pollution, and increasing “access to home- and community-based care.

The AJP, for now, is a proposal by the Biden Administration.  For the funding to be made 
available, Congress would need to propose and pass a large bill or legislative package 
encompassing all AJP proposals or several small bills accomplishing the same purpose.   
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If you have any questions about the proposed American Jobs Plan and/or its initiatives please 
contact your Big Fire attorney today!

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/12/white-house-releases-state-by-state-fact-sheets-to-highlight-nationwide-need-for-the-american-jobs-plan/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/American-Jobs-Plan_Rural-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AJP-Racial-Equity-Fact-Sheet-FINAL.pdf
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